
CONSTITUTION
OF

LEGION HOME OF CUMBERLAND, INC. POST 13
PREAMBLE

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY, WE ASSOCIATE OURSELVES TOGETHER FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES

TO UPHOLD AND DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA;
TO MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER;
TO FOSTER AND PERPETUATE A ONE HUNDRED PERCENT AMERICANISM;
TO PRESERVE THE MEMORIES AND INCIDENTS OF OUR ASSOCIATIONS IN ALL WARS;
TO INCULCATE A SENSE OF INDIVIDUAL OBLIGATION THE COMMUNITY, STATE, AND NATION;
TO COMBAT THE AUTOCRACY OF BOTH THE CLASSES AND THE MASSES;
TO MAKE RIGHT THE MASTER OF MIGHT;
TO PROMOTE PEACE AND GOOD WILL ON EARTH;
TO SAFEGUARD AND TRANSMIT TO POSTERITY THE PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE, FREEDOM, AND DEMOCRACY;
TO CONSECRATE AND SANCTIFY OUR COMRADSHIP BY OUR DEVOTION TO MUTUAL HELPFULNESS.

ARTICLE I – NAME
 
     SECTION 1. THE NAME OF THIS ORGANIZATION SHALL BE LEGION HOME OF CUMBERLAND INC. POST 13
 DBA FORT CUMBERLAND POST 13, HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE “POST”.
     SECTION 2. THE POST IS CHARTERED IN THE AMERICAN LEGION, DEPARTMENT OF MARYLAND INCORPORATED, 
HEREIN REFERRED TO AS THE “DEPARTMENT”.

ARTICLE II – NATURE

     SECTION 1. THE POST IS A CIVILIAN ORGANIZATION; AND MEMBERSHIP THEREIN DOES NOT AFFECT NOR 
INCREASE LIABILITY FOR MILITARY OR POLICE SERVICE. RANK DOES NOT EXIST IN THE POST; NO MEMBER SHALL BE
ADDRESSED BY MILITARY OR NAVAL TITLE IN ANY MEETING OF THIS POST.
     SECTION 2. THE POST SHALL BE ABSOLUTELY NONPOLITICAL AND SHALL NOT BE USED FOR THE DISSEMINATION
OF PARTISAN PRINCIPLES NOR FOR THE PROMOTION OF THE CANDIDACY OF ANY PERSON SEEKING PUBLIC 
OFFICER OR PREFERMENT.
     SECTION 3. THE POST SHALL NOT BE A MEMBER OF, OR AFFILIATED WITH, ANY ORGANIZATION, COMMITTEE, 
ASSOCIATION, COUNCIL, OR GROUP WHEREBY THE AMERICAN LEGION MIGHT BE COMMITTED TO A POLICY 
CONTRARY TO THAT ADOPTED BY THE AMERICAN LEGION.

ARTICLE III – ELIGIBILITY

     SECTION 1. ELIGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE POST SHALL BE AS PRESCRIBED BY THE NATIONAL 
CONSTITUTION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION, ARTICLE IV – ELIGIBILITY, SECTION 1.
     SECTION 2. THERE SHALL BE NO FORM OR CLASS OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE POST EXCEPT AN ACTIVE 
MEMBERSHIP, AND DUES SHALL BE PAID ANNUALLY OR FOR LIFE.
     SECTION 3. SOCIAL OR HONORARY MEMBERSHIPS ARE SPECIFICALLY PROHIBITED. THIS PROVISION DOES NOT 
PRECLUDE THIS POST FROM AWARDING HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP TO POST MEMBERS UTILIZING THE POST’S 
RULES, OR POLICIES, FOR AWARDING HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS.
     SECTION 4. NO PERSON SHALL BE A MEMBER AT ANY TIME OR MORE THAN ONE POST.
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     SECTION 5. APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP SHALL BE MADE IN WRITING UNDER SUCH REGULATIONS AS MAY 
FROM TIME TO TIME BE ADOPTED BY THE POST AT A REGULAR OR SPECIAL MEETING
     SECTION 6. ALL APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP SHALL BE ACTED UPON AT THE NEXT POST MEETING 
FOLLOWING THE MAKING OF SUCH APPLICATION, AND SHALL AT SUCH MEETING, BE ACCEPTED, REJECTED OR 
REFERRED FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION AND CONSIDERATION. IF A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS CAST THEIR 
VOTE AGAINST THE ACCEPTANCE OF SAID APPLICATION, THEN SUCH APPLICATION SHALL BE RECORDED AS 
REJECTED. 
    SECTION 7. NO PERSON, WHO HAS BEEN EXPELLED BY ANOTHER POST, SHALL BE ADMITTED TO MEMBERSHIP 
OF THIS POST WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE EXPELLING POST. WHERE SUCH CONSENT HAS BEEN ASKED FOR 
AND DENIED BY SUCH POST, THE EXPELLED MEMBER MAY THAN APEAL TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF THE EXPELLING POST FOR PERMISSION TO BE ADMITTED TO MEMBERSHIP IN THIS POST. THE 
EXPELLED MEMBER SHALL BE INELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP UNTIL SUCH PERMISSION IS GRANTED. IF PERMISSION 
IS GRANTED, THIS POST MUST APPROVE THE APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP UTILIZING THE PROCEDURES IN 
SECTION 6 ABOVE.
    SECTION 8. NO MEMBER HAVING CHARGES FILD BY THIS POST SHALL BE ELIGIBLE FOR TRANSFER TO ANOTHER 
POST WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT UNTIL SUCH CHARGES ARE ADJUDICATED.

ARTICLE IV – POST OFFICERS

    SECTION 1. THE OFFICERS OF THE POST SHALL INCLUDE THE FOLOWING ELECTED OFFICERS: COMMANDER, VICE
COMMANDER ( ONE OR MORE) JUDGE ADVOCATE, ADJUTANT, FINANCE OFFICER, HISTORIAN, SERGEANT-AT-
ARMS, CHAPLAIN, AND SUCH OTHER APPOINTED OFFICERS AS THE MEMBERSHIP SHALL DEEM NECESSARY. IT 
SHALL BE OPTIONAL TO COMBINE THE OFFICES OF ADJUTANT AND FINANCE OFFICER, AND TO APPOINT, IN LIEU 
OF ELECTING, THE OFFICES OF HISTORIAN AND CHAPLAIN. THE POST COMMANDER MAY APPOINT A SERVICE 
OFFICER, ASSISTANT ADJUTANT, AND/OR ASSISTANT FINANCE OFFCIER IF DEEMED NECESSARY FOR 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE POST, SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF THE POST MEMBERSHIP.
   SECTION 2. THE POST OFFICERS SHALL CONCURRENTLY SERVE AS THE CORPORATE OFFICERS OF THE POST 
CORPORATION. IN SUCH CAPACITY THE CORPORATE OFFICERS ARE ADDITIONALLY GOVERNED BY THE STANDARDS 
OF CARE AS CODIFIED IN MARYLAND AND ASSOCIATIONS ARTICLE OF THE CODE OF MARYLAND, NOW IN FORCE, 
OR AS AMMENDED IN THE FUTURE.
   SECTION 3. ANY MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING IN THE POST SHALL BE ELIGIBLE TO HOLD OFFICE IN THE POST. NO
POST OFFICER MAY BE AN EMPLOYEE OF THIS POST, AND SERVE AS A POST OFFICER CONCURRENTLY.
   SECTION 4. OFFICERS SHALL BE ELECTED ANNUALLY AT LEAST 20 DAYS BEFORE THE OPENING OF THE 
DEPARTMENT CONVENTION, OR APPOINTED AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 1. ABOVE.
   SECTION 5. ELECTED OFFICERS SHALL ASSUME THEIR DUTIES AS SUCH WITHIN TWENTY DAYS AFTER THE 
CLOSING DATE OF THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION. 
   SECTION 6. APPOINTED OFFICRS SHALL ASSUME THEIR POSITIONS UPON BEING DESIGNATED BY THE 
COMMANDER AND APPROVED BY THE POST MEMBERSHIP.
   SECTION 7. THE OFFICERS SHALL SERVE ONE (1) YEAR TERMS, AND SHALL HOLD OFFICE UNTIL THEIR 
SUCCESSORS ARE DULY ELECTED, APPOINTED, OR AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED.
   SECTION 8. THE SPOUSE OF A POST OFFICER MAY BE AN EMPLOYEE OF THIS POST. HOWEVER, THE POST OFFICER
MUST REMOVE THEMSELVES FROM ANY EMPLOYMENT-RELATED ISSUES OF THE EMPLOYEE’S SPOUSE. THIS POST 
MAY ESTABLISH ADDITIONAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST RESTRICTIONS FOR POST OFFCIERS IN THE POST SPECIAL 
RULES OF ORDER, OR STANDING RULES.
   SECTION 9. EACH OFFICER SHALL HAVE ONLY ONE VOTE AT THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND POST 
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS RESPECTIVELY.
   SECTION 10. NO MEMBER MAY HOLD MORE THAN ONE ELECTED OFFICE AT A TIME.

ARTICLE V – POST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

  SECTION 1. THE POST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, HEREAFTER REFERED TO AS THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, SHALL 
HAVE THE ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY TO ACT BETWEEN POST MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ON MATTERS OF 
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URGENCY COMING BEFORE THE POST, AND SHALL ACT ON SUCH MATTERS AS MAY BE REFERRED TO IT FROM 
TIME TO TIME BY THE POST MEMBERSHIP FOR CONSIDERATION, RECOMMENDATION, OR FINAL DISPOSTION, AS 
THE CASE MAY BE. THE POST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SERVES CONCURRENTLY AS THE POST CORPORATE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS.
   SECTION 2. THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SHALL BE COMPRISED OF THE ELECTED OFFICERS OF THE POST AS 
PROVIDED IN POST CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE IV – POST OFFICERS, SECTION 1, AND AN EVEN NUMBER OF 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS ELECTED AT-LARGE OF WHICH THERE SHALL BE AT LEAST 2, BUT NO MORE 
THAN 6. THE NUMBER OF AT-LARGE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS TO BE ELECED SHALL BE SET IN THE POST 
SPECIAL RULES OF ORDER, OR STANDING RULES. 
  SECTION 3. THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SHALL AUTHORIZE OR RECOMMEND, AS APPLICABLE, ALL NON-
BUDGETED EXPENDITURES EXCEEDING THE POST SPENDING THRESHOLD AS ESTABLISHED IN THE POST SPECIAL 
RULES OF ORDER, OR STANDING RULES; REQUIRE ADEQUATE MONEY FOR PAYMENT OF ALL POST LIABILITIES, AND
CRME AND FIDELITY INSURANCE FOR ALL PERSONS HAVING THE CUSTORDY OF POST FUNDS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH ARTICLE XIV – MONIES AND COLLECTIONS, SECTION 1 OF THE DEPARTMENT BY-LAWS. THEY SHALL ALSO 
HAVE CHARGE OF THE, AND BE RESPONSIBLE FOR, THE MANAGEMENT OF THE AFFAIRS OF THE POST, SUBJECT TO 
APPROVAL OR RATIFICATION, AS APPLICABLE, BY THE  POST MEMBERSHIP, OR OTHERWISE AS PROVIDED; AND 
MAY HEAR THE REPORTS OF POST COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS. 

ARTICLE VI – FINANCE

   SECTION 1. THE REVENUE OF THE POST SHALL BE DERIVED FROM MEMBERSHIP DUES AND FROM SUCH OTHER 
SOURCES AS MAY BE APPROVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE POST, UNLESS PROVIDED OTHERWISE. 
   SECTION 2. ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE BETWEEN OCTOBER 20TH  AND DECEMBER 31ST OF EACH YEAR 
FOR THE SUCCEEDING YEAR AND THE AMOUNT FOR THE SUCCEEDING YEAR SHALL BE FIXED AND DETERMINED BY 
THE POST MEMBERSHIP NO LATER THAN THE PRECEDING FEBRUARY POST MEMBERSHIP MEETING. AT NO TIME 
SHALL THE DUES OF THE POST BE LOWER THAN THE PER CAPITA RATES OF THE NATIONAL AND DEPARTMENT 
COMBINED.
   SECTION 3. THE ANNUAL DUES SHALL BE COLLECTED BY THE POST, AND TRANSMITTED PROMPTLY THROUGH 
THE DEPARTMENT OR TO THE NATIONAL TREASURER. POSTS ARE DESIGNATED AGENTS FOR COLLECTION FOR THE 
AMERICAN LEGION WITH RESPECT TO SUCH ANNUAL DUES, AND UPON THE RECEIPT THEREOF, SHALL REMIT 
THEM PROMPTLY TO THE AMERICAN LEGION. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE PERIOD TRANSPIRING BETWEEN THE 
RECEIPT OF SUCH ANNUAL DUES BY THE POST, AND REMITTANCE THEREOF TO THE AMERICAN LEGION, EXCEED 
THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
   SECTION 4. THE ANNUAL DUES SHALL BE COLLECTED IN SUCH ALTERNATIVE METHOD AS DETERMINED BY THE 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FROM TIME TO TIME AND THEREAFTER COMMUNICATED TO THE 
DEPARTMENT AND THE POST; AND ANY SUCH ALTERNATIVE METHOD SHALL BE IN ADDITION TO, AND NOT IN 
SUBSTITUTION OF, SECTION 3. ABOVE.
   SECTION 5. ALL EXPENDITURES SHALL BE APPROVED BY THE POST MEMBERSHIP, UNLESS PROVIDED OTHERWISE.
   SECTION 6. ALL DISBURSEMENTS SHALL BE AUTHORIZED BY THE POST COMMANDER, OR BY AN OFFICER 
DESIGNATED IN THE POST SPECIAL RULES OF ORDER OR STANDING RULES. THIS MUST BE AN OFFICER OTHER 
THAN AN AUTHORIZED SIGNER FOR ISSUANCE OF PAYMENT OR CHECKS.
   SECTION 7. BUDGETED EXPENDITURES, FALLING WITHIN THE BUDGETED AMOUNTS, PREVIOUSLY APPROVED BY 
THE POST, NEED NOT BE APPROVED BY AN ADDITIONAL VOTE OF EITHER THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, OR THE 
POST MEMBERSHIP. NON-BUGETED ITEMS, OR MONIES TO BE EXPENDED IN EXCESS OF APPROVED BUDGET, MUST
FIRST BE APPROVED AT THE POST MEETING.
  SECTION 8. NOTWITHSTANDING THE NON-BUDGETED ITEMS PROVISION IN SECTION 7 ABOVE, THE POST 
MEMBERSHIP MAY ESTABLISH IN THE POST SPECIAL RULES OF ORDER OR STANDING RULES, THE MAXIMUM 
AMOUNT THE THAT THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SHALL BE AUTHORIZED TO SPEND FOR EMERGENCY SITUATIONS, 
WHERE ENTERING INTO CONTRACT OR WHERE PAYMENT IS DUE PRIOR TO THE NEXT POST MEETING. THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SHALL THEN REPORT THE EXPENDITURE TO THE POST MEMBERSHIP AT THE NEXT 
REGULAR POST MEMBERSHIP MEETING.
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  SECTION 9. NO INDIVIDUAL, GROUP OF PERSON, OR SUBORDINATE ORGANZATION OF THE POST IS AUTHORIZED 
TO CONTRACT OR INCUR ANY BILLS OR OBLIGATIONS IN THE NAME OF THE POST, NOR ACT AS THE AGENT OF THE 
POST FOR ANY SUCH PURPOSE WHATSOEVER, EXCEPT AS IN, SECTIONS 5, 6, AND 7 ABOVE.
  SECTION 10. THE POST SHALL NOT INCUR, OR CAUSE TO BE INCURRED, ANY LIABILITY OR OBLIGATION TO ANY 
OTHER POST, SUBDIVISION, MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION OR INDIVIDUALS, CORPORATIONS, OR 
ORGANIZATIONS. 
  SECTION 11. THE ACCOUNTS OF THE POST SHALL BE AUDITED, INTERNALLY OR EXTERNALLY, WITHIN NINETY (90) 
DAYS AFTER THE END OF THE FISCAL YEAR, AND THE FINAL REPORT OF THE AUDIT SHALL BE DELIVERED TO THE 
MEMBERS OF THE POST AT THE NEXT POST MEMBERSHIP MEETING. IF AN INTERNAL AUDIT IS TO BE CONDUCTED, 
THE POST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SHALL APPOINT AN AUDIT COMMITTEE CHARGED WITH THE DUTY OF 
AUDITING POST FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS. NO OFFICER HAVING THE DUTIES OF AUTHORIZING DISBURSEMENTS, OR 
SIGNING CHECKS MAY SERVE ON THE AUDIT COMMITTEE. THE AUDIT SHALL BE DONE AT LEAST ANNUALLY, OR 
MORE FREQUENTLY AT THEIR DISCRETION.
  SECTION 12. FINANCIAL REPORTS SHALL BE MADE AT ALL REGULAR POST MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS, AND THE 
REPORTS SHOULD NOT BE ACCEPTED OR APPROVED, AS THEY ARE SUBJECT TO AUDIT BEFORE APPROVAL BY THE 
POST.
  SECTION 13. NO REAL ESTATE OR LEASE HOLD PROPERTY BELONGING THE POST OR ONE OF ITS SUBORDINATE 
ORGANIZATIONS SHALL BE SOLD OR DISPOSED OF IN ANY WAY OR HAVE ITS TITLE ENCUMBERED IN ANY MANNER 
WITHOUT THE POST NOTIFYING THE COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILS IN WHICH IT IS LOCATED, AND THE 
DEPARTMENT IN WRITING AND WITHOUT THEREAFTER OBTAINING WRITTED APPORVAL OF THE DEPARTMENT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
  SECTION 14. UPON DISSOLUTION OF THE POST, NONE OF ITS ASSETS SHALL BE DISTRIBUTED TO ANY MEMBER, 
OR INDIVIDUAL, OR ORGANZIATION OUTSIDE THE AMERICAN LEGION, AND SUCH ASSETS SHALL BE TRANSFERRED 
UPON DEMAND TO THE DEPARTMENT. HOWEVER, NOTHING HEREIN SHALL BE CONSTRUED AS REQUIRING THE 
DEPARTMENT TO TAKE OVER OR ASSUME ANY FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY AS TO POST PROPERTY, ASSETS, 
AND/OR LIABILITIES.

ARTICLE VII – POST PROPERTY

  SECTION 1. A REQUEST TO DISPOSE OF ANY INOPERABLE POST PROPERTY SHALL REQUIRE THE APPROVAL OF THE 
POST AT A REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING.
  SECTION 2. NEITHER THE POST NOR ITS SUBORDINATE ORGANIZATIONS SHALL DISTRIBUTE THE PROCEEDS FROM 
ANY SALE OF REAL OR PERSONAL PROPERTY TO ITS MEMBERS.
  SECTION 3. REAL PROPERTY BELONGING TO THE POST, WHETHER OWNED OR LEASED, SHALL BE BOUGHT, SOLD, 
ENCUMBERED OR DISPOSED OF AS PROVIDED IN THE DEPARTMENT CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS, RULES OF THE 
DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, AND UNIFORM CODE FOR BUYING, SELLING, LEASING, ENCUMBERING OF 
POST PROPERTY.

ARTICLE VIII – CHANGE OF RESIDENCE
 ANY MEMBER, IN GOOD STANDING IN THE POST, TRANSFERRING FROM THE POST SHALL BE ENTITLED TO A 
CERTIFICATE STATING CURRENT MEMBERSHIP THEREIN AND THE DURATION THEREOF.

ARTICLE IX – AUXILIARIES

  SECTION 1. THE POST RECOGNIZES AN AUXILIARY ORGANIZATION KNOW AS THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, 
FORT CUMBERLAND UNIT 13.
  SECTION 2. MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY SHALL BE AS PRESCRIBED BY THE AMERICAN 
LEGION NATIONALLY.
  SECTION 3. THE AUXILIARY UNIT SHALL BE GOVERNED BY SUCH RULES AND REGULATIONS AS MAY BE 
PRESCRIBED BY THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND THEREAFTER APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT.
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ARTICLE X – PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

  SECTION 1. ALL POST MEETINGS SHALL BE GOVERNED BY ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER, NEWLY REVISED, UNLESS 
OTHERWISE PROVIDED.
  SECTION 2. ALL MEETINGS OF THE POST SHALL BE CONDUCTED AS PROVIDED IN THE AMERICAN LEGION 
OFFICER’S GUIDE AND MANUAL OF CEREMONIES. 

ARTICLE XI – AMENDMENTS

  SECTION 1. THIS CONSTITUTION MAY BE AMENDED AT ANY DEPARTMENT CONVENTION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE RULES OF THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION AS ADOPTED, AND REQUIRES A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE TOTAL 
REGISTERED AND AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATION THEREAT, PROVIDED THAT THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT SHALL 
HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT TO ALL POSTS AND MEMBERS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BY MAILING SAME TO THEM AT LEAST THIRTY (30) DAYS PRIOR TO THE 
CONVENING OF THE NEXT DEPARTMENT CONVENTION, AND PROVIDED FURTHER, IT MAY BE AMENDED BY 
UNANIMOUS VOTE AT ANY DEPARTMENT CONVENTION WITHOUT NOTICE.

SECTION 2. ANY PART OF THIS CONSTITUTION WHICH IS NOW, OR WHICH MAY BECOME INCONSISTENT WITH THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION AND/OR THE DEPARTMENT OF MAYLAND CONSTITUTION SHALL BE 
NULLIFIED AND BE REPLACED BY THE HIGHER CONSTITUTION PROVISION WITH WHICH THIS CONSTITUTION IS IN 
CONFLICT.
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BY-LAWS
OF

LEGION HOME OF CUMBERLAND, INC. POST 13

ARTICLE I – POST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

  SECTION 1. THE POST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, HEREAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE “EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE”, 
SHALL MEET FOR ITS ORGANIZATION, AND SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY COME BEFORE IT, AT THE CALL OF THE 
COMMANDER WITHIN FOURTEEN (14) DAYS AFTER THE POST OFFICERS SHALL HAVE ASSUMED THEIR POSITIONS.
  SECTION 2. THEREAFTER, THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SHALL MEET AT LEAST ONCE A MONTH, OR AT THE CALL 
OF THE COMMANDER, AND AS OFTEN AS SAID COMMANDER MAY DEEM NECESSARY. ALL MEETING OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SHALL BE CONDUCTED AT THE POST MEETING LOCATION, UNLESS PRIOR NOTICE OF THE 
LOCATION IS MADE AT A REGULAR POST MEMBERSHIP MEETING. THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MAY MEET IN AN 
ALTERNATIVE LOCATION, OR BY ALTERNATE MEANS AS ESTABLISHED IN THE POST STANDING RULES,  IN AN 
EMERGENCY SITUATION BY NOTIFYING ALL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS, AND POSTING THE CHANGE OF 
LOCATION AT THE NORMAL POST MEETING LOCATION, AND/OR INFORMATION ON HOW TO ACCESS THE 
ALTERNATE MEANS AT THE NORMAL POST MEETING LOCATION.
  SECTION 3. THE COMMANDER SHALL CALL A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE UPON THE WRITTEN 
REQUEST OF THREE (3) OR MORE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS.
  SECTION 4. THE COMMANDER SHALL PRESIDE AT ALL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS. IN THE ABSENCE OF 
THE COMMANDER, THE FIRST VICE COMMANDER OR SECOND VICE COMMANDER, IN THE ORDER NAMED, SHALL 
PRESIDE AT EXECUTIVE MEETINGS. IN THE EVENT OF THE ABSENCE OF THE COMMANDER AND ALL VICE 
COMMANDERS, THE ADJUTANT SHALL CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER AND SUCH MEETING SHALL ELECT, ITS 
PRESIDING OFFICER.
  SECTION 5. A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HALL CONSTITUTE A QUORUM 
THEREOF.
  SECTION 6. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO ALL POST MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING. A POST 
MEMBER, OTHER THAN AN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER, SHALL HAVE NO VOICE, UNLESS THE POST MEMBER
SHALL HAVE BEEN RECOGNIZED BY THE PRESIDING OFFICER.
  SECTION 7. NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISION OF SECTION 6 ABOVE ALLOWING MEMBERS TO ATTEND 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS, THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MAY ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR 
DISCUSSIONS AND DELIBERATIONS ON MATTERS REQUIRING PRIVACY OR ADDITIONAL DISCRETION. THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MUST REPORT FINAL ACTIONS TAKEN TO THE POST DISPOSITION OF THE MATTER, OR 
PROVIDE UPDATES ON PROGRESS OF LEGAL MATTERS AS APPROPRIATE.
  SECTION 8. MINUTES SHALL BE KEPT OF ALL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS BY THE ADJUTANT. POST 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES SHALL BE READ OR DISTRIBUTED AT THE NEXT REGULAR POST MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING FOLLOWING APPROVAL BY THE POST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. ACTIONS OF THE POST EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE MAY BE RATIFIED AS APPROPRIATE.

ARTICLE II – VACANCIES

6



  SECTION 1. IN THE EVENT OF THE DEATH, DISABILITY, REMOVAL, OR RESIGNATION OF THE COMMANDER, THE 
FIRST VICE COMMANDER SHALL ASSUME THE TITLE AND DISCHARGE THE DUTIES OF COMMANDER. IF THE FIRST 
VICE COMMANDER IS UNABLE OR UNWILLING TO ASSUME THE OFFICE OF COMMANDER, THE SECOND VICE 
COMMANDER SHALL ASCEND TO THE OFFICE OF COMMANDER. AN ELECTION SHALL BE HELD TO FILL THE OFFICE 
(S) OF FIRST VICE COMMANDER AND/OR SECOND VICE COMMANDER AS PROVIDE IN SECTION 2.
  SECTION 2. VACANCIES IN ELECTED OFFICES, OTHER THAN COMMANDER, SHALL BE FILLED BY AN ELECTION HELD 
AT THE NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED POST MEETING TO FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF THE POSITION VACATED. 
NOMINATIONS FOR ANY VACANT ELECTED OFFICER SHALL COME FROM THE FLOOR AT THE NEXT REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED POST MEETING.

  SECTION 3. VACANCIES THAT OCCUR IN ANY APPOINTED OFICE SHALL BE FILLED BY THE COMMANDER, SUBJECT 
TO APPROVAL OF THE POST MEMBERSHIP TO FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF THE POSITION VACATED.

ARTICLE III – DUTIES OF OFFICERS

  SECTION 1. POST COMMANDER: IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE COMMANDER TO PRESIDE AT ALL MEETINGS OF 
THE POST, TO HAVE GENERAL SUPERVISION OVER THE BUSINESS AND AFFAIRS OF THE POST, AND SHALL BE THE 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE POST. THE COMMANDER SHALL APPOINT COMMITTEES AS NECESSARY TO 
CARRY OUT THE PROGRAMS AND POLICIES OF THE AMERICAN LEGION AND THE POST. THE COMMANDER SHALL 
BE EX-OFFICIO MEMBER OF ALL COMMITTEES, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE AND 
ELECTION COMMITTEE, AND SHALL PERFORM SUCH OTHER DUTIES AS MAY BE DIRECTED BY THE POST 
MEMBERSHIP.
  SECTION 2. FIRST VICE COMMANDER: THE FIRST VICE COMMANDER SHALL ASSUME AND DISCHARGE THE DUTIES
OF THE OFFICE OF COMMANDER IN THE ABSENCE OR DISABILITY OF, OR WHEN CALLED UPON BY, THE 
COMMANDER. THE FIRST VICE COMMANDER SHALL ALSO PERFORM SUCH OTHER DUTIES AS MAY BE ASSIGNED BY
THE COMMANDER OR THE POST.
  SECTION 3. SECOND VICE COMMANDER (OPTIONAL).THE SECOND VICE COMMANDER SHALL ASSUME AND 
DISCHARGE THE DUTIES OF THE OFFICE OF FIRST VICE COMMANDER IN THE ABSENCE OR DISABILITY OF THAT 
OFFICER, OR WHEN CALLED UPON BY THE POST COMMANDER. THE SECOND VICE COMMANDER SHALL PERFORM 
SUCH OTHER DUTIES AS MAY BE ASSIGNED BY THE COMMANDER OR THE POST, AND SHALL ASSUME AND 
DISCHARGE THE DUTIRS OF COMMANDER IN THE ABSENCE OR DISABILITY OF BOTH THE COMMANDER AND THE 
FIRST VICE COMMANDER.
  SECTION 4. JUDGE ADVOCATE: THE JUDGE ADVOCATE SHALL ADVISE THE POST MEMBERSHIP AND EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE ON ALL MATTERS BASED OFF AMERICAN LEGION EXPERIENCE. THIS INCLUDES THE INTERPRETATION 
OF THE POST CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS. THE JUDGE ADVOCATE ENSURES THE POST RECEIVES APPROPRIATE 
LEGAL SUPPORT IN LEGAL MATTERS, AND ACTS AS THE RESIDING OFFICER AT POST HEARINGS UNLESS RECUSED 
DUE TO BEING A PARTY OF THE HEARING (WITNESS/DEFENDANT/PLAINTIFF). THE JUDGE ADVOCATE SHALL 
PERFORM SUCH DUTIES AS ARE USUALLY INCIDENT TO THE OFFICE, OR ASSIGNED BY THE COMMANDER OR THE 
POST.
  SECTION 5. POST ADJUTANT: THE ADJUTANT SHALL HAVE CHARGE OF, AND KEEP, A FULL AND CORRECT RECORD 
OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF ALL POST MEMBERSHIP AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS. THE ADJUTANT SHALL 
ALSO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SAFE KEEPING OF ALL MINUTES, WHICH SHALL BE RETAINED WITHIN THE POST. 
UPON REQUEST, COPIES OF MINUTES SHALL BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE MEMERSHIP. THE ADJUTANT SHALL KEEP 
SUCH RECORDS AND SEND SUCH REPORTS AS MAY BE REQUIRED BY THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION AND THE 
DEPARTMENT. THE ADJUTANT SHALL ENSURE THE FOLLOWING REPORTS AND DEADLINES ARE MET:
 1) CONSOLIDATED POST REPORT, CONVENTION SWARDS SUBMISSIONS, AND END OF YEAR REPORTS (DUE FRIDAY 
IN JUNE), 2) CERTIFICATE OF ELECTIONS (DUE IMMEDIATELY AFTER ELECTIONS), 3) POST DATA REPORT (DUE APRIL 
15TH), 4) POST INSPECTION REPORT (DUE FEB 1ST OR EARLIER BY SCHEDULE), 5) DEPARTMENT CONVENTION 
DELEGATE LISTING (DUE NLT 20 DAYS PRECEDING DEPARTMENT CONVENTION). THE ADJUTANTS DUTIES SHALL 
ALSO INCLUDE HANDLING ALL CORRESPONDENCE OF THE POST. THEY SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL 
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MEMBERSHIP RECORDS AND PROCESSING. THE ADJUTANT SHALL PERFORM SUCH OTHER DUTIES AS MAY BE 
ASSIGNED BY THE COMMANDER OR THE POST.
  SECTION 6. FINANCE OFFICER/TREASURER: THE FINANCE OFFICER/TREASURER OF THE POST SHALL HAVE 
CHARGE OF ALL FINANCES AND SEE THAT THEY ARE SAFELY DEPOSITED IN LOCAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTION(S) AND 
SHALL REPORT ONCE A MONTH TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND THE POST MEMBERSHIP THE CONDITION OF 
THE FINANCES OF THE POST, WITH SUCH RECOMMENDATIONS AS MAY DEEM EXPEDIENT OR NECESSARY FOR 
RAISING FUNDS WITH WHICH TO CARRY ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE POST. THE FINANCE OFFICER/TREASURER 
SHALL SIGN ALL CHECKS DISBURSING THE MONIES OF THE POST, UNLESS ADDITIONAL AUTHORIZED SIGNERS ARE 
PROVIDED IN THE POST STANDING RULES. THE FINANCE OFFICER/TREASURER SHALL PROVIDE, ON BEHALF OF THE 
POST, SUCH CRIME AND FIDELITY INSURANCE IN SUCH SUM AS SHALL BE FIXED BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF THE POST MEMBERSHIP.

  SECTION 7. POST HISTORIAN: THE POST HISTORIAN SHALL BE CHARGED WITH KEEPING THE INDIVIDUAL 
RECORDS AND INCIDENTS OF THE POST AND ITS MEMBERS, AND SHALL PERFORM SUCH OTHER DUTIES AS MAY BE
ASSIGNED BY THE COMMANDER, OR THE POST.
  SECTION 8. SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS SHALL MAINTAIN THE POST THE COLORS AND 
PRESERVE ORDER AT ALL MEETINGS; SHALL VERIFY THAT EACH ATTENDEE AT A POST MEETING IS ADMITTED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE I – POST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND ARTICLE V – POST MEMEBERSHIP MEETINGS 
AS APPROPRIATE. THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS SHALL PERFORM OTHER DUTIES AS MAY BE ASSIGNED BY THE 
COMMANDER OR THE POST.
  SECTION 9. POST CHAPLAIN: THE CHAPLAIN SHALL BE CHARGED WITH THE SPIRITUAL WELFARE OF THE POST 
MEMBERS AND WILL OFFER DIVINE, BUT NON-SECTARIAN, SERVICE IN THE EVENT OF DEDICATIONS, FUNERALS, 
AND OTHER PUBLIC FUNCTIONS. THE CHAPLAIN SHALL ALSO ASSURE THAT SICK, AND DECEASED, MEMBERS OF 
THE POST ARE PAID DUE RESPECT BY THE POST AS DIRECTED BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, AND SHALL 
PERFORM SUCH OTHER DUTIES AS MAY BE ASSIGNED BY THE COMMANDER OR THE POST.

ARTICLE IV – COMMITTEES

  SECTION 1.THE POST MAY HAVE STANDING COMMITTEES SUCH AS, BUT NOT LIMITED TO: AMERICANISM, 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH, NATIONAL SECURITY, VETERANS AFFAIRS AND REHABILITATION, SONS OF THE AMERICAN 
LEGION, AND THE AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS.
  SECTION 2. SUCH STANDING COMMITTEES SHALL CONSIST OF SUCH MEMBERS AND THE CHAIRPERSON THEREOF,
AS SHALL BE DESIGNATED BY THE COMMANDER SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF THE POST MEMBERSHIP, UNLESS 
OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN THE POST STANDING RULES.

(a) AMERICANISM COMMITTEE: THE AMERICANISM COMMITTEE SHALL BE CHARGED WITH THE 
INSPIRATION OF PATRIOTISM AND GOOD CITIZENSHIP BY ARRANGEMENTS FOR PROPER OBSERVANCE OF 
PATRIOTIC OCCASIONS; ENCOURAGEMENT OF PATRIOTIC AND CIVIC PHASES OF INSTRUCTION IN SCHOOLS; 
AMERICANIZATION OF ALIENS; COMBATING ANTI-AMERICAN PROPAGANDA BY EDUCATION OF THE GENERAL 
PUBLIC IN AMERICAN IDEALS THROUGH PUBLIC FORUMS, ETC.; AND ACTIVITIES FOR COMMUNITY AND CIVIC
                (b) CHILDREN AND YOUTH: THE CHILDREN & YOUTH COMMITTEE SHALL ENSURE THAT ANY CHILD OF A 
VETERAN IN NEED OF CARE AND PROTECTION SHALL RECEIVE PROPER AND TIMELY SERVICE AND AID; TO 
STRENGTHEN THE FAMILY UNIT; EXTEND SUPPORT TO SOUND ORGANIZATIONS AND FACILITIES THAT PROVIDE 
SERVICES FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH; AND TO MAINTAIN A WELL–ROUNDED PROGRAM THAT MEETS THE NEEDS 
OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE IN THEIR RESPECTIVE COMMUNITY.
       (c) NATIONAL SECURITY COMMITTEE: THE NATIONAL SECURITY COMMITTEE SHALL URGE POST 
MEMBERS TO ASSIST IN COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, AND TO SUPPORT LOCAL AND NATIONAL 
CIVILIAN DEFENSE PROJECTS.

(d) VETERANS AFFAIRS AND REHABILITATION COMMITTEE: THE VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION 
COMMITTEE SHALL ASSIST VETERANS IN OBTAINING NEEDED MEDICAL CARE AND TRANSPORTATION TO MEDICAL 
APPOINTMENTS; IN THE PURSUANCE OF CLAIMS AND IN OBTAINING OTHER VETERAN’S RIGHTS AND BENEFITS; TO
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VISIT COMRADES WHO ARE SICK OR DISABLED; AND TO VISIT AND COMFORT MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES WHEN 
SICK OR BEREAVED.

(e) SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION COMMITTEE: IF THE POST HAS A SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 
SQUADRON, THIS COMMITTEE SHALL HAVE SUPERVISION OVER THE OPERATIONS OF THE SQUADRON.

(f) THE AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS COMMITTEE: IF THE POST HAS AN AMERICAN LEGION RIDER 
PROGRAM, THIS COMMITTEE SHALL HAVE SUPERVISION OVER THE OEPRATIONS OF THE PROGRAM.

(g) OPERATIONS COMMITTEE: THE POST MAY USE THIS COMMITTEE FOR THE PURPOSES DEEMED 
NECESSARY TO CONDUCT OPERATIONAL ASPECTS OF THE POST. THIS COMMITTEE SHALL BE UNDER THE 
SUPERVISION OF THE POST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, AND THE SPECIFIC POWERS AND DUTIES DELEGATED SHALL 
BE ESTABLISHED IN THE POST STANDING RULES.

  SECTION 3. THE COMMANDER MAY NOMINATE, SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE POST MEMBERSHIP, ANY 
OTHER COMMITTEES AND CHAIRPERSONS AS DEEMED NECESSSARY.

ARTICLE V – POST MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
  SECTION 1. POST MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS SHALL BE HELD AS THE POST MEMBERSHIP DEEMS NECESSARY, BUT 
NO LESS THAN QUARTERLY, IN ORDER TO UPHOLD THE DECLARED PRINCIPLES OF THE AMERICAN LEGION AT THE 
LOCATION SERVING AS THE POST HOME, COMMENCING AT A TIME AND DAY, AS APPROVED ANNUALLY BY THE 
POST MEMBERSHIP. 
  SECTION 2. THE COMMANDER SHALL PRESIDE AT ALL POST MEMBERSHP MEETINGS. IN THE ABSENCE OF THE 
COMMANDER, OR THE COMMANDER ELECTING TO RELINQUISH THE PRESIDING OFFICER DUTIES TEMPORATILY, 
THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE I (POST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE), SECTION 4, SHALL GOVERN THE SELECTION OF A 
PRESIDING OFFICER FOR THE MEETING. 
  SECTION 3. AT POST MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS, SUCH BUSINESS MAY BE TRANSACTED AND AS PROPERLY 
PRESENTED FOR ACTION.
  SECTION 4. THE LOCATION, DATE, AND/OR TIME OF POST MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS SHALL BE ESTABLISHED 
ANNUALLY AND RECORDED ON THE POST DATA FORM AND SUMBITTED TO DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS NOT 
LATER THAN APRIL 15TH. ANY CHANGES TO THE LOCATION, DATE, OR TIME OF A POST MEMERSHIP MEETING MAY 
BE MADE WITH A TWO-THIRDS VOTE OF THE MEMBERS PRESENT AND VOTING AT A REGULARLY SCHEDULED POST
MEMBERSHIP MEETING. ANY INDEFINITE CHANGES SHALL BE REPORTED TO THE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS 
BEFORE THE NEXT REGULAR POST MEETING.
  SECTION 5. IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY, THE COMMANDER MAY RESCHEDULE, CONDUCT MEETING USING 
ALTERNATE MEANS AS ESTABLISHED IN THE POST STANDING RULES,OR CANCEL A REGULARLY SCHEDULED POST 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING.
  SECTION 6. POST MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS SHALL BE OPEN TO ALL POST MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING AND 
NATIONAL, DEPARTMENT, DISTRICT, COUNTY AND/OR AREA OFFICERS.
  SECTION 7. UPON THE WRITTEN REQUEST OF A MINIMUM NUMBER OF MEMBERS NECESSARY TO CONSTITUTE A 
QUORUM AT A REGULAR POST MEMBERSHIP MEETING, THE COMMANDER SHALL CALL A SPECIAL POST 
MEMBERSHP MEETING, WHICH SHALL TAKE PLACE NO SOONER THE FIVE (5) DAYS FROM THE RECEIPT OF THE 
WRITTEN REQUEST. IF THE REQUEST FOR A SPECIAL POST MEMBERSHIP MEETING HAS BEEN PROPERLY CALLED, 
THE COMMANDER SHALL GIVE NOTICE OF THE SPECIAL POST MEMBERSHIP MEETING BY POSTING A NOTICE ON 
THE BULLETIN BOARDS IF APPLICABLE, AT LEAST THREE (3) DAYS PRIOR TO THE MEETING, AS TO THE DATE, TIME, 
AND PURPOSE OF THE SPECIAL POST MEMBERSHIP MEETING.
  SECTION 8. A QUORUM FOR POST MEMBERSHIP MEETING SHALL BE SET BY THE TABLE BELOW, AND BASED ON 
THE POST MEMBERSHIP SIZE RECORDED ON THE END-OF-YEAR REPORTS FOR DELEGATE STRENGTH AT THE 
PREVIOUS DEPARTMENT CONVENTION: 

           POST MEMBERSHIP ABOVE       QUORUM           POST MEMBERSHIP ABOVE          QUORUM
                                                       15                   5                                                         950                      15
                                                       50                   6                                                       1050                      16
                                                     150                   7                                                       1150                      17
                                                     250                   8                                                       1250                      18
                                                     350                   9                                                       1350                      19
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                                                     450                 10                                                       1450                      20
                                                     550                 11                                                       1550                      21
                                                     650                 12                                                       1650                      22
                                                     750                 13                                                       1750                      23
                                                     850                 14                                                       1850                      24

  SECTION 9. IN THE EVENT THE POST DOES NOT ACHIEVE A QUORUM AT TWO CONSECUTIVE REGULAR POST 
MEETINGS, THE POST COMMANDER SHALL NOTIFY THE COUNTY COMMANDER OF THE LACK OF A QUORUM. IN 
THE EVENT THE POST DOES NOT ACHIEVE A QUORUM AT THREE CONSECUTIVE REGULAR POST MEETINGS, THE 
POST COMMANDER SHALL NOTIFY THE DISTRICT COMMANDER OF THE LACK OF A QUORUM. IN THE EVENT THE 
POST DOES NOT ACHIEVE A QUORUM AT FOUR CONSECUTIVE REGULAR POST MEETINGS, THE POST COMMANDER
SHALL NOTIFY THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDER OF THE LACK OF A QUORUM.
  SECTION 10. THE POST MAY APPLY IN WRITING TO THE DEPARTMENT INTERNAL AFFAIRS COMMISSION FOR A 
TEMPORARY WAIVER OF QUORUM REQUIREMENTS ABOVE. SAID WAIVER REQUEST SHALL CONTAIN A PROPOSED 
TEMPORARY QUORUM, AND MUST BE SUPPORTED BY GOOD AND SUFFICIENT REASONS PRECLUDING THE POST 
FROM ACHIEVING THE QUORUM OUTLINED IN SECTION 8 ABOVE.          

ARTICLE VI –NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

  SECTION 1. A NOMINATING COMMITTEE, RECOMMENDED BY THE POST COMMANDER AND APPROVED BY THE 
POST MEMBERSHIP, MAY BE USED TO SEARCH FOR, AND TO VERIFY ELIGIBILITY OF, CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE. THE 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE SHALL FILE ITS REPORT WITH THE POST MEMBERSHIP.
  SECTION 2. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS TO HOLD OFFICE IN THE POST:

   (a) ANY MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING OF THE POST MAY HOLD OFFICE. 
                (b) PRIOR TO THE ELECTIONS, THE POST ADJUTANT OR A NOMINATING COMMITTEE SHALL 
AUTHENTICATE THE ELIGIBILITY OF EACH CANDIDATE FOR OFFICE BY VERIFYING THE MEMBER’S DD-214; 
SEPARATION DOCUMENTS FROM FEDERAL SERVICE, ACTIVE MILITARY DUTY; MILITARY IDENTIFICATION CARD; OR 
ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS THAT PROVE ELIGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP.
  SECTION 3. QUALIFICATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS

(a). ELIGIBLE CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE MAY APPEAR ON THE BALLOT FOR MORE THAN ONE OFFICE AS 
DEFINED IN THE POST CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE IV – POST OFFICERS, SECTION 1. 

(b) THERE SHALL BE NO ABSENTEE BALLOTS.
  SECTION 4. PRIOR TO ELECTIONS, THE POST COMMANDER SHALL RECOMMEND, SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF THE 
POST MEMBERSHIP, AN ELECTIONS COMMITTEE, CONSISTING OF A MINIMUM OF THREE (3) MEMBERS 
CONSISTING OF ONE (1) JUDGE OF ELECTIONS AND A MINIMUM OF TWO (2) TELLERS.
  SECTION 5. ELECTION OF CONTESTED OFFICES SHALL BE BY SECRET BALLOT. THE CANDIDATE OR CANDIDATES 
RECEIVING A MAJORITY OF VOTES CAST SHALL BE ELECTED TO THE RESPECTIVE OFFICE OR OFFICES FOR WHICH 
THEY ARE CANDIDATES. IN THE EVENT OF NO CANDIDATE RECEIVES A MAJORITY, THE ELECTION PROCEDURES 
FROM ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER, NEWLY REVISED, SHALL BE FOLLOWED FOR SUBSEQUENT VOTES ON THE 
POSITION. 
  SECTION 6. CANDIDATE(S) FOR UNCONTESTED OFFICE(S) MAY BE ELECTED BY ACCLAMATION.
  SECTION 7. THE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT ALL MEMBERS PRESENT TO
VOTE ARE IN GOOD STANDING, AND FOR THE SECURITY OF THE BALLOTS FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE ELECTION 
UNTIL THE RESULTS ARE CERTIFIED. IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE COUNTING OF THE BALLOTS AND 
CERTIFICATION OF THE ELECTION RESULTS BY THE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE, THE OFFICIAL BALLOT COUNT SHALL BE
ANNOUNCED AND POSTED, OR DISTRIBUTED BY THE POST IN A MANNER PRESCRIBED IN POST SPECIAL RULES OF 
ORDER OR STANDING RULES. THE WRITTEN BALLOTS SHALL BE RETAINED BY THE ADJUTANT FOR SIXTY (60) DAYS.
  SECTION 8. IF IRREGULARITITES ARE CLAIMED WITH RESPECT TO THE ELECTION TO ANY OFFICE, SUCH 
CHALLENGE MUST BE MADE PRIOR TO THE CLOSE OF THE MEETING.
  SECTION 9. A CEREMONIAL OR RITUAL INSTALLATION OF POST OFFICERS MAY BE HELD EACH YEAR, 
NOTWITHSTANDING THIS PROVISION ANY INCOMING OFFICER SHALL TAKE THE OATH OF OFFICE BEFORE 
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ASSUMING THE OFFICE. THE PREROGATIVE OF INSTALLING POST OFFICERS SHALL BELONG TO THE COUNTY/AREA 
COMMANDER, AND THE COUNTY/AREA COMMANDER’S CONSENT SHALL FIRST BE OBTAINED BEFOE ANY OTHER 
PERSON SHALL CONDUCT INSTALLATION.

ARTICLE VII – REMOVAL OF POST OFFICERS

 ANY POST OFFICER MAY BE REMOVED FROM OFFICE AS PRESCRIBED BY THE DEPARTMENT BY-LAWS, ARTICLE XIII, 
SECTION 8.

ARTICLE VIII – DISCIPLINE OF POST MEMBERS

  SECTION 1. THE POST HAS THE POWER TO DISCIPLINE ITS OWN MEMBERSHIP, SUBJECT TO THE NATIONAL AND 
DEPARTMENT CONSTITUTIONS AND BY-LAWS.
  SECTION 2. ANY MEMBER OF THE POST SHALL BE DISCIPLINED AS PRESCRIBED BY THE NATIONAL AND 
DEPARTMENT CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS, UNIFORM CODE OF DISCIPLINE OF POST MEMBERS, AND RULES OF 
DEPARTMENT EXECTUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
  SECTION 3. THE POST ADJUTANT SHALL REPORT ANY POST MEMBER CHARGED BY THE POST, OR A MEMBER 
BEING DISCIPLINED UNDER THIS ARTICLE, TO THE DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT TO ENSURE A POST TRANSFER IS NOT 
PROCESSED ON SAID MEMBER.

ARTICLE IX – MEMBERSHIP

  SECTION 1. A MEMBER WHO’SE DUES FOR THE CURRENT YEAR HAVE NOT BEEN PAID BY JANUARY 1ST SHALL BE 
CLASSED AS DELINQUENT, AND NOT IN GOOD STANDING, AND THEY SHALL BE SUSPENDED FROM ALL PRIVILEGES. 
IF THEIR DUES ARE PAID ON OR BEFORE FEBRUARY 1ST, THEIR DELIQUENCY SHALL TERMINATE. IF THEY ARE STILL 
DELINQUENT AFTER FEBRUARY 1ST, THEIR MEMBERSHIP SHALL BE SUSPENDED. IF THEY ARE STILL UNDER SUCH 
SUSPENSION ON JUNE 30TH OF SUCH YEAR, THEIR MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN LEGION SHALL BE FORFEITED.
  SECTION 2. A MEMBER SO SUSPENDED OR WHO’SE MEMBERSHIP HAS BEEN SO FORFEITED MAY BE REINSTATED 
TO ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP IN GOOD STANDING BY A VOTE OF THE POST AND PAYMENT OF CURRENT DUES FOR THE 
YEAR IN WHICH THE REINSTATEMENT OCCURS; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, THAT THE POST MAY WAIVE THE 
PROVISIONS HEREOF, UPON PAYMENT OF DUES FOR THE YEAR IN WHICH REINSTATEMENT OCCURS, WITH 
REFERENCE TO FORMER MEMBERS WHOSE FAILURE TO PAY DUES OCCURRED WHILE ON ACTIVE MILITARY 
SERVICE.

ARTICLE X – DELEGATES TO THE ANNUAL DEPARTMENT CONVENTION

  SECTION 1. NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES.
(a)  NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES TO THE ANNUAL DEPARTMENT 

CONVENTION SHALL BE NO LATER THAN AT THE MAY POST MEMBERSHIP MEETING.
(b) IF THE NUMBER OF NOMINATIONS FOR DELEGATES EXCEEDS THE NUMBER OF AUTHORIZED 

DELEGATES AS PRESCRIBED IN THE DEPARTMENT CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE V, THERE SHALL BE AN ELECTION FOR 
THE NUMBER OF AUTHORIZED DELEGATES BY A SECRET, WRITTEN BALLOT.

I. THE NOMINEES, UP TO THE NUMBER OF AUTHORIZED DELEGATES, WITH THE HIGHEST 
NUMBER OF VOTES SHALL BE DESIGNATED AS DELEGATES.

              II. THE NOMINEES IN EXCESS OF THE NUMBER OF AUTHORIZED DELEGATES SHALL BE 
                                    DESIGNATED ALTERNATES.

(c) IF THE NUMBER OF NOMINATIONS FOR DELEGATES DOES NOT EXCEED THE NUMBER OF AUTHORIZED 
DELEGATES AS PRESCRIBED IN THE DEPARTMENT CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE V, THEN, ALL NOMINEES SHALL BE 
ELECTED BY ACCLAMATION AND DESIGNATED AS DELEGATES.
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(d) ANY VACANCIES TO THE LIST OF DELEGATES OR ALTERNATES TO THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION 
SHALL BE FILLED THROUGH APPOINTMENT BY THE OUTGOING COMMANDER.

(e) THE POST ADJUTANT OR DELEGATION CHAIRPERSON IS AUTHORIZED TO MAKE ADJUSTMENTS TO THE 
LIST OF DELEGATES, BEFORE SUMBISSION IN THE CASE OF A REDUCTION IN THE AUTHORIZED DELEGATES, BY 
REMOVING THE PRIMARY DELEGATES WITH THE LOWEST VOTE TOTALS AND PLACING THESE AFFECTED 
DELEGATES ON THE ALTERNATE DELEGATE LIST.
  SECTION 2. THE INCOMING POST COMMANDER AND OUTGOING POST COMMANDER SHALL AUTOMATICALLY BE 
DESIGNATED AS DELEGATES.
  SECTION 3. THE IMMEDIATE OUTGOING POST COMMANDER SHALL BE THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE POST 
DELEGATION. IF THE OUTGOING POST COMMANDER WILL NOT ATTEND THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION, THE 
INCOMING POST COMMANDER SHALL SERVE AS DELEGATION CHAIRPERSON. IF NEITHER OF THESE OFFICERS 
SHALL ATTEND THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION, THE DELEGATION SHALL ELECT ITS OWN CHAIRPERSON.

ARTICLE XI – RESOLUTIONS

  SECTION 1. ALL RESOLUTIONS OF STATE OR NATIONAL SCOPE PRESENTED TO THE POST BY A MEMBER, OR 
REPORTED TO THE POST BY A COMMITTEE, SHALL MERELY EMBODY THE OPINION OF THE POST ON THE SUBJECT 
AND COPY OF SAME SHALL BE FORWARDED TO THE DEPARTMENT HEADQURTERS FOR APPROVAL BEFOE ANY 
PUBLICITY IS GIVEN OR ACTION OTHER THAN MERE PASSAGE BY THE POST IS TAKEN.

ARTICLE XII – NOTICES

  SECTION 1. EVERY MEMBER SHALL FURNISH THE POST ADJUTANT WITH AN ADDRESS FOR FIRST CLASS MAILINGS.
  SECTION 2. THE POST ADJUTANT SHALL CAUSE NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL ELECTION TO BE GIVEN AT LEAST THIRTY 
(30) DAYS PRIOR THERETO. IF OTHER THAN MAILED NOTICE OF ELECTIONS, THE FORM OF NOTICE SHALL BE 
DESIGNATED IN THE POST SPECIAL RULES OF ORDER OR STANDING RULES.

ARTICLE XIII – AMENDMENTS

  SECTION 1. THESE BY-LAWS MAY BE AMENDED IN THE SAME MANNER AS PRESCRIBED IN THE POST 
CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE XI – AMENDMENTS.
  SECTION 2. ANY PART OF THESE BY-LAWS WHCH ARE NOW, OR WHICH MAY BECOME INCONSISTENT WITH THE 
CONSTITUTION OR BY-LAWS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION OR THE DEPARTMENT OF MARYLAND CONSTITUTION OR 
BY-LAWS SHALL BE NULLIFIED AND BE REPLACE BY THE HIGHER CONSTITUTION OR BY-LAWS PROVISION WITH 
WHICH THESE BY-LAWS ARE IN CONFLICT.
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